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Be-Bold Rangers Camp 
 

This community initiative was started by our very 

own Reggie Smith, Rhino Protection Ranger and 

passionate conservationist. The initiative reached 

out to local schools and invited them to participate 

in a camp challenge where the children learnt about 

many different topics. The following information 

was provided by Reggie about the initiative: 

 

‘The Pilanesberg Rhino Protection Unit Rangers 

have been tirelessly working with the little ones 

since the beginning of the year and now it’s time to 

deliver. They have been working on the BE-BOLD 

initiative, emphasizing the importance of teamwork 

and discipline to the little ones through the 

demonstration of Drill exercises. The kid’s Pass-out 

parade will be on the 22nd of September where they 

will be competing on amongst others; Drill, Field 

Knowledge, Tug of war and Relay. Salute to the 

Pilanesberg Rhino Protection Unit Rangers for 

engaging with communities by teaching both 

children and adults about wildlife so as they 

understand and appreciate wildlife conservation.’ 

 

We would like to thank the RPU rangers for all their 

hard work, and to congratulate all the children who 

participated, your drills and parade were wonderful! 

Above: Children participating in their respective 
drill routines. 

Above: Children and RPU rangers celebrate! 
 
 
 
 
Left: Group photos of with the rangers, teachers, 
parents, and children who participated in the 
initiative.  
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Environmental Dates to Remember 
 

Below are the environmental dates which are 

celebrated either locally or internationally during 

September and those which are upcoming in 

October. 

 

September: 

• Arbor Week: first week in September 

• World beach Day – 1 September 

• International Primate Day – 1 September 

• World Dolphin Day – 12 September 

• International Day for the Preservation of the 

Ozone Layer – 16 September 

• World Water Monitoring Day – 18 September 

• World Cleanup Day – 21 September 

• Zero Emissions Day – 21 September 

• World Rhino Day – 22 September 

• World Environmental Health Day – 26 

September 

• World Rivers Day – 29 September 

 

October: 

• World Habitat Day – 2 October 

• World Animal Day – 4 October 

• Energy Efficiency Day – 5 October 

• World Octopus Day – 8 October 

• World Okapi Day – 18 October 

• World Earthworm Day – 21 October 

• Sustainability Day – 23 October 

• International Snow Leopard Day – 23 October 

• International Day of Climate Action – 24 

October 

• World Lemur Day – 25 October 

PWT Donors 
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to 

everyone who donated and supported the Trust 

during the month of September.  

 

Thank you too, to our regular donors, sponsors, and 

volunteers who support the PWT and Pilanesberg 

National Park: 

 

• Toyota 

• Copenhagen Zoo 

• Makanyane Volunteers (MVs) and Saving the 

Pilanesberg Rhinos 

• Friends of Pilanesberg (FOPS) 

• Janeen Brown 
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Second Elephant Encounter  

 

Unfortunately during September there was another 

elephant/tourist encounter around Mankwe Dam. 

In a statement released by North West Parks and 

Tourism Board CEO Thami Matshego, two tourists 

had got out of their vehicle close to the dam. It is 

unclear whether or not they were aware that they 

were surrounded by a breeding herd of elephants, 

and despite requests made by other park visitors the 

pair remained outside their car.  

 

One of the adult elephants from the herd attacked 

one of the tourists and they sustained severe injuries 

from the incident. It is unclear if the second tourist 

was also injured or if they managed to escape the 

encounter. The injured tourist was transported to a 

local hospital and was later transferred to another 

hospital in Pretoria.  

 

We again remind visitors to the park to remain in 

their vehicles at all times unless in a designated area 

where it is clearly indicated that you may get out of 

your vehicle. Wildlife is not to be approached on 

foot under any circumstances if it can be helped.  

 

Netstar/Altron Golf Day Donation 

 
On 11 September, Netstar and Altron held their 

annual golf day, and this year they donated the 

profits to the Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust. This 

donation amounted to a massive R500 000.00 

towards rhino protection in the park! This was 

achieved through partnership with Toyota South 

Africa. We are absolutely blown away by this 

support and generosity. Contributions such as these 

cover a multitude of expenses and greatly enhance 

anti-poaching efforts in Pilanesberg. Thank you so 

much to Grant Fraser (Group MD), Werner Kapp 

(Altron CEO), and John Thomson (Future Toyota 

VP).  

 

 

Above: Perry receiving the Netstar/Altron donation (photo 
courtesy of Netstar). 
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  World Rhino Day 2024  
 

World Rhino Day is celebrated on the 22 September every 

year as a day to commemorate our rhino species around 

the globe, and to highlight their plight as victims of 

poaching. Each year we remain thankful for all those who 

are involved in the protection our rhino species from 

extinction, from NGO organisations, to rangers, to donors 

and those who raise awareness for rhinos. For the last 14 

years, the PWT has been supporting the Pilanesberg in the 

fight against rhino poaching, and each person plays a role 

in the preservation of these creatures. Thank you to you all 

for your support and care. We could not do it without you.   

 

  

 

 

Above: St Dunstan’s Pre-school WRD fundraiser – 
‘Put a Rhino on our Rhino’. A total of R5700 was 
raised.  

Above and Below: The MVs long 
weekend WRD fundraiser which brought 
in a massive R18,350.00.  
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Supporter of the Month –  

St Dunstan’s Pre-School 
 

St Dunstan’s Pre-School in Benoni has long been a 

supporter of the Pilanesberg and various anti-

poaching efforts in the park. Since 2016, they have 

held an annual World Rhino Day fundraiser and have 

hosted a number of other fund-raising events over 

the years. The involvement of schools such as St 

Dunstan’s is such an important part of rhino 

conservation, as the young minds they are 

awakening are the same minds who will take over 

and carry the torch of conservation into the future. 

Thank you to all the staff, parents, and children who 

support these events every year.  

 
Above: 2024 WRD fund raiser.  

Above: Passionate above all else – Gr 00 teacher 
Rosie L’Ange supporting Wear Red For Rhinos 
even during Covid protocols.  

Above: The humble origins of put a rhino on our 
rhino (2016).   
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For any extra info about the Trust please feel free to contact Perry or visit the website:  

pwt.org.za 

pwtstore.org.za  
To submit any suggestions with regards to the newsletter please email Lauren at secretary@pwt.org.za 

Cover Photo: Spoonbill at Mankwe Dam (Credit: Lauren L’Ange) 

PWT Donations Information 
 

The Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust is continually fund 

raising for different projects in aid of NWPTB and 

Pilanesberg National Park. Funds are generally raised 

in one of two ways, either general fund raising for the 

park, or specifically for designated projects. Both 

these options are important, as general fund raising 

allows the PWT to assist in a broad range of areas as 

needed by park management, and specific fund 

raising ensures the completion of a particular project.  

 

For example, the rebuild of Mankwe Hide was a 

specific project which PWT raised money for. All 

donations made towards this project were earmarked 

as such and could not be used for any other purpose 

in the park without permission from the donors. 

However, funds raised through our annual events and 

curio sales are not marked for specific projects and 

can be used for anything from new boots for the 

rangers to seeds and soil for the new Mankwe parking 

area to community projects, depending on what need 

arises.  

 

As a donor, you can specify which project you would 

like your funds to be used for by stating this in your 

donation reference (e.g. P Dell – Rhinos), or by 

emailing your proof of payment to Perry and stating 

what the donation is for. You can also make a general 

donation in which case you would not specify a 

particular project. The PWT currently has a number of 

overarching fund-raising projects, namely: 

 

Mankwe Hide, Rhino Protection, Technical Projects, 

Community Development, and Conservation 

 

You can find more information about these categories 

on our website: Projects - Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust.  

 

The PWT is also a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO) 

which means we are able to provide 18A tax 

certificates for any donations – an individual or 

company is able to donate up to 10% of their tax 

amount to a PBO and receive a certificate of donation 

to send to SARS.  

 

We recommend donors EFT their donations to our 

bank account or use our SnapScan code.  Without 

these donations the PWT would not be able to 

conduct the work we do, and we are so grateful for the 

ongoing support we receive from both the public and 

corporate sponsors.  

 

Pilanesberg Wildlife Trust, FNB Cheque Account 

Branch: 250041 (Mogwase), Account: 62031121255 

https://pilanesbergwildlifetrust.co.za/projects/

